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BCTYMNHE CJIOBO

Lia ny6nikauis — TekcT npoMoBw, Lo Byna BUronoLlleHa BCECBITHLO BiJOMUM LueKcnipo3HaBLeM npenogobHum Monom EamoHacoHom
nig yac ypounctoro 6orocnyxiHHsA 24 kBiTHS 2023 p. y Llepksi CeaAToi Tpinui, sike 6yno npuceBsayeHe BliaHyBaHHIO nam'aTi Binbama LWekcni-
pa Ta Moro ApYXuHu EHH.

OokTtop MNMon EgMOHACOH — KepiBHWK gocnimxeHb TpacTy Mmicus HapomxeHHsi Lekcnipa (Head of Research for the Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust), noyecHuin HaykoBui cniBpobiTHKK LLlekcnipiBcbKkoro iHCTUTYTY i 3anpolueHuii npodecop i3 npas noanHK bipmiHreMmcbkoro
Micbkoro yHiBepcuteTy. Big nepluvx AHiB mOBHOMacLITabHOro BTOPrHEHHs pocii, BiH akTUBHO niaTpumye 36poiHi cunu YkpaiHu Ta Haw
Hapof, CTUMYIIOE PO3BUTOK YKPaiHCbKOrO LLIEKCMipO3HaBCTBa.

LLlekcnipo3HaBuuii JOPOGOK BYEHOrO Hanivye AecATKM byHAAMEHTanbHUX npalb, WO MNPUCBSYEHi SK aHamiTULi OKPeMUX XyOOXHIX TBO-
piB (Twelfth Night: A Guide to the Text and Its Theatrical Life; in collaboration with Stanley Wells: Shakespeare's Sonnets), Tak i nocrari
mutus (Shakespeare: Ideas in Profile; Destination Shakespeare; in collaboration with Stanley Wells: Shakespeare's Sonnets; Shakespeare
Beyond Doubt: Evidence, Argument, Controversy; The Shakespeare Circle: An Alternative Biography; and All the Sonnets of Shakespeare)
Ta 1noro kommemopaldii (Finding Shakespeare's New Place: an archaeological biography (in collaboration with Kevin Colls and William
Mitchell); New Places: Shakespeare and Civic Creativity (with Ewan Fernie); Shakespeare's Creative Legacies (with Peter Holbrook);
A Year of Shakespeare: Re-living the World Shakespeare Festival (with Paul Prescott and Erin Sullivan) Ta iH.

YHikanbHIcTb uiei npomoBu MNMona EamoHacoHa nonsirae B TOMy, WO TyT TOHKUIA NCUXOIONi3M i iHTYILiS CBSILLEHHMKA OpraHiyHO B3aemo-
LiloTb 3 epyauuieto AocnigHMKa-LLEeKCNipo3HaBLs.
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OUR EVER-RENEWING HOME OF LOVE:
THE SHAKESPEARE SERMON, 23 APRIL 2023

Every year on the Sunday nearest Shakespeare's birthdate, 23rd April, crowds gather in Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-
Avon to give thanks for all that Shakespeare continues to give to the world. A 'Shakespeare Sermon' has been preached on this
occasion for most years since 1879. In latter times it has been a tradition to alternate between a Shakespeare scholar and a cleric.
Paul Edmondson first gave the Shakespeare sermon in 2005. He was invited to give it again (a rare honour) in 2023. The theme of
the service was Anne Shakespeare, who died four hundred years ago.
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In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

"The Lord your God will renew you in his love [...]
at that time | will bring you home"2,

We're gathered this morning from near and far to give
thanks to God for the genius of William Shakespeare, for
his life in this town, and for all that he has come to mean
and continues to mean to many different cultures, ages,
and life experiences.

We're gathered here today, mindful that this year marks
two quatercentaries. It's the 400" anniversary of the
publication of most of Shakespeare, in a volume now
known as the First Folio, and, importantly for us this
morning, it is the 400" anniversary of the death of
Shakespeare's wife, Anne, who outlived him by seven
years, a widow in Shakespeare's large, family home, New
Place. They had their own New Place pew in this church,

on the south side, close to the pulpit, which used to be just
in front of that central arch [point it out].

"The Lord your God will renew you in his love [...]
at that time | will bring you home".

Those words from the prophet Zephaniah look forward
to a renewal of being, of becoming, a renewal of culture,
arenewal of home, a homecoming after the exile and
enslavement of the Jewish people. From our Christian
perspective Zephaniah's words sing of the joy of Easter, of
new life, liberation, and of the promise of life after death
through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
reassures us of God's love for us, and who calls us home.
Anne Shakespeare's epitaph sets forth the hope of Easter,
too. It is thought to have been written by her daughters,
Susanna and Judith, and is a poem in Latin: "O Christ,
come quickly, that my mother, even though shut in the
tomb may rise again and seek the stars!" This was the faith
of the Shakespeare family; Easter was their inheritance,
and ours. We are going to hear those words sung in a
moment, the world premiere of our Shakespeare Birthday

1 Paul Edmondson. Dr Paul Edmondson is Head of Research for the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, an Honorary Fellow of The Shakespeare Institute,
University of Birmingham, a Visiting Professor in Human Rights, Birmingham City University, and Honorary Senior Research Fellow, Blackfriars Hall, University
of Oxford.

His publications include: Shakespeare: Ideas in Profile; Twelfth Night: A Guide to the Text and Its Theatrical Life; Destination Shakespeare; Finding
Shakespeare’'s New Place: an archaeological biography (with Kevin Colls and William Mitchell); New Places: Shakespeare and Civic Creativity (with Ewan
Fernie); Shakespeare’s Creative Legacies (with Peter Holbrook); A Year of Shakespeare: Re-living the World Shakespeare Festival (with Paul Prescott and
Erin Sullivan); and, in collaboration with Stanley Wells: Shakespeare’s Sonnets; Shakespeare Beyond Doubt: Evidence, Argument, Controversy;
The Shakespeare Circle: An Alternative Biography; and All the Sonnets of Shakespeare. He is a priest in The Church of England.

2 This sermon was based on the lectionary reading for the day: Zephaniah 3:14-21, and especially verses 17 and 20. The translation used is The New Revised
Standard Version.
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B 1 C H U K KuiBcbkoro HauioHanbHoOro yHisepcurerty imeHi Tapaca LleBueHka

anthem, composed by Ariana Pethard of King Edward's
Sixth School, "Shakespeare's School".

Anne Shakespeare, Shakespeare's wife, the mother of
their three children, Susanna, Hamnet, and Judith, was the
anchor in Shakespeare's life. By the age of thirty-three
Shakespeare had been able to establish himself and his
family in the largest house in the borough of Stratford-
upon-Avon, New Place, virtually next door to the school he
had attended and the guild hall from which the town was
run. Anne Shakespeare was very much the mistress of
New Place, and a prominent woman about the town.
Although Shakespeare was often in London, he needed his
mainstay, his wife. He wanted his family home, New Place —
with between twenty and thirty rooms — a place of retreat,
a writer's house, an escape from the plague outbreaks
in London, and when the theatres were closed, a place
in which to dream. Anne's quatercentenary is also being
marked by a collection of poems which re-imagine her.
Anne-thology: Poems Re-presenting Anne Shakespeare
published by Broken Sleep Books [Anne-thology: Poems
Re-presenting Anne Shakespeare 2023].

] includes sixty-seven new poems, one for each year of
her life. Anne was financially able, oversaw and ran the
household, made sure the children were being properly
brought up while their father was away, and — importantly —
gave Shakespeare her love. He commuted between
Stratford-upon-Avon and London, a three-day journey on
horseback. Anne was an important part of his
homecoming.

"The Lord your God will renew you in his love [...]
at that time | will bring you home".

Love is rather like homecoming, isn't it? Love calls us
back to a place which feels familiar, a place that touches
our inner-most self, a place of hope, a place of strength,
a place from which we know we will be able to cope. For
many years, Shakespeare has been part of my own sense
of homecoming, one of the resources, along with my
Christian faith, from which | can draw strength. | first came
to Stratford-upon-Avon on a school-trip to see
A Midsummer Night's Dream. We were all thrilled with it.
The following week, | brought my mother and my sister to
Stratford-upon-Avon. We visited the Birthplace. It felt like a
homecoming. Stratford-upon-Avon has now been the place
| call home for 28 years.

"The Lord your God will renew you in his love [...]
at that time | will bring you home".

Shakespeare, one of the greatest of love poets, sets
forth many expressions of love — in his plays, yes — and
most especially in many of his sonnets, which set forth
love's endeavour through expressing love's power as well
as love's pain. Each sonnet — because of the inevitability of
its form — is like a mini-homecoming. We know it will end
with a rhyming couplet. Famously we find the name of
Shakespeare himself in some of the sonnets. Sonnet 134
ends with the phrase "for my name is Will". Sonnet 145
contains a reference to Anne Shakespeare's maiden-
name, which transforms the phrase "I hate" — the focus of
the poem — in to "hate away", or "Hathaway". Anne turns a
sonnet of despondency and imagined rejection into a love
poem. She calls Shakespeare home, back to a place of
loving, an ever-familiar, and ever-new place.

Think of your own homes for a moment. Think of the
many moods of love that run through an ordinary, working
week, love's power and pain. Think of the laughter, the
appreciation of food and of each other; think of the trying to
make ends meet — financially, emotionally — think of the
sulks, the daily rejections, the squabbles, the vying for
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position. Think of the tears, think of what endures and
survives the tears. The Shakespeares knew all of that, too,
because to relate to each other whatever we face and
however we are feeling is simply to be human. But to love
and to go on loving, is to be open to the divine, open to
God. One of the reasons why Maggie O'Farrell's Hamnet
[O'Farrell 2021] is so popular is because it presents an
ordinary family story — albeit the Shakespeare family's —
about the death of a child, Hamnet Shakespeare, who died
aged eleven, and makes that story extraordinary with
intimations of immortality.

"The Lord your God will renew you in his love [...]
at that time | will bring you home".

In his portrayals of human feelings and emotions,
Shakespeare can remind us of our immortality. It was my
privilege to take part in a special on-line gathering back in
February called Shakespeare Shelter. Around fifty
Shakespeare scholars from around the world met in
solidarity with Shakespearians in Ukraine. We listened to
their experiences of war; we heard about how they draw
strength and support from Shakespeare, from readings and
performances — all of which expressed a yearning for
peace and freedom. — and we made donations. We have
two Shakespearians from Ukraine here this morning.
Professors Natalyia Torkut and Maya Harbuzyuk. We thank
you and bless you. We pray for peace. Thank you for
coming "home", to Stratford-upon-Avon, to toast the
Immortal Memory of William Shakespeare, who is one of
your ways of coping. And on St George's Day, who is your
patron saint, too: Slava Ukrayini! Heroiam Slava! "Glory to
Ukraine! Glory to the heroes!

"The Lord your God will renew you in his love [...]
at that time | will bring you home".

Love, as we have just acknowledged, is many-mooded,
multi-faceted. Sonnet 116 that we heard a moment ago
mentions a "marriage of true minds", Anne and William's
perhaps. The sonnet says that love can look "on tempests
and is never shaken" and that love does not alter over
time. In fact, our earthly loves do change. The best of
marriages, partnerships and relationships grow and evolve.
They might become stronger, or they might become
weaker, and fall apart. In contrast to Sonnet 116 we also
heard the jokey and realistic Sonnet 138:

When my love swears that she is made of truth
I do believe her, though | know she lies. [All the Sonnets of
Shakespeare 2020]

This sonnet ends with the couple acknowledging that
there are enabling fictions on both sides of the relationship,
even at the point when they both climb into bed:

Therefore | lie with her, and she with me,
And in our faults by lies we flattered be. [All the Sonnets of
Shakespeare 2020]

Love expresses itself in many ways and each way
declares to us that it is important for us to love as we can,
not as we can't. Somehow | find it easy to imagine that that
Anne wrote poetry about William, too.

We cannot know the quality of Wiliam and Anne
Shakespeare's love. His bequeathing her the "second-best
bed" was both a legal shorthand to ensure that she
inherited and maintained her full rights as a widow, and an
automatic souvenir of their love. The "second-best bed"
was the marriage bed, the place of love-making and
conception. So let us suppose that their relationship of
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what Sonnet 116 calls "true minds"- and which is imagined as
physically embodied in Sonnet 138 — could indeed admit
impediments and imperfections, and that throughout their
thirty-four-year marriage, Anne was part of what Shakespeare
called home, and the part of him that called him home.

The Christian message is that God loves us however
we are able to love, and that God's love for us — which will
always be greater than we can understand — is always
there for us, calling us home. Love, both divine, and
imperfectly human, is where we find our homecoming.

Articulated by Shakespeare through some of the greatest
poetry ever written, the love that surrounds us — both divine
and human — is worth celebrating every day of our lives.
That is why | am able to say that Shakespeare is part of my
"second scripture" because his works form part of how | try
understand who | am and how | try to understand the world
about me. But even Shakespeare's great expressions of love
are only refractions of a much greater light. The Christian
faith calls us to live out our life as though we are living out
the greatest of all love poems, and one which feels like

A-p Non EAMOHACOH
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home: "The Lord your God will renew you in his love [...]
at that time | will bring you home".

Alleluia, and thank you — for Anne and William
Shakespeare.

Amen.

Rev. Dr Paul Edmondson, The Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust
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HALL BIYHO OHOBNIOBAHWUW [IM NIOBOBI: LUEKCNIPIBCLKA NPOMOBIAb, 23 KBITHSA 2023 POKY

Ljopoky e Hedinto, Halibnux4y 0o OHA HapodxeHHs Lllekcnipa, 23 keimHsi, Hamoenu nrodel 36uparombcsi 8 yepkei Cessmoi Tpilyi y Cmpam-
¢opdi-Ha-ElieoHi, u406 nodsikyeamu 3a ece, wo Lllekcnip npodoexye dapysamu ceimosi. 3 yiei Hazo0u, noyuHatoyu 3 1879 p., 30e6inbwozo suzo-
nowyemsbcs "lllekcnipiecbka nponoeidb”. OcmaHHIM 4YacoMm cmasio mpaduyieto Yyep2yeamu rponoeidb MiX weKcnipo3HaeyeM i cesujeHHo-
cnyxumenem. lMon EOMOHOCOH ynepwe guzosiocue wekcripiecbKy nponoegiob y 2005 p. BiH 6ye 3anpoweHuli euzonocumu ii 3Hosy (pidkicHa
yecms) y 2023 p. Temoro cnyx6u 6yna AHHa Lllekcnip, sika nomepna 400 pokie momy.

Kno4yoBi cnoBa: AHHa llekcnip, LLlekcnipiecbka nponoeiob, noeepHeHHs dodomy, 3eghaHisi.

ABTOp 3asBnsi€ Npo BiACYTHICTb KOHMNIKTY iHTepeciB. CnoHcopy He Gpanu y4yacTi B po3pobneHHi gocnigXeHHs; y 36opi, aHanisi um
iHTepnpeTaLii AaHWX; y HaNUCaHHI pyKonucy; B pilLeHHi npo nybnikaLiio pe3ynbTaris.
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